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ORDER 

Adopted: November 1,2002 

By the Telecommunication Access Policy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau: 

Released: November 4,2002 

1. The Telecommunications Access Policy Division has under consideration a Request 
for Review filed by Holy Redeemer Catholic School (Holy Redeemer), Alpharetta, Georgia.' 
IHoly Redeemer seeks review of a decision issued by the Schools and Libraries Division (SLD) 
of the Universal Service Administrative Company (Administrator), rejecting Holy Redeemer's 
appeal on the grounds that it was untimely filed.2 For the reasons set forth below, we affirm 
SLD's rejection and deny Holy Redeemer's Request for Review. 

2. SLD issued a Funding Commitment Decision Letter on June 3, 2002, denying 
Holy Redeemer's request for discounted services under the schools and libraries universal 
service support rne~hanism.~ Specifically, SLD denied Holy Redeemer's request for discounts 
for telecommunications services and Internet Access, Funding Request Numbers (FRNs) 
882357, 882358, and S82359.4 On September 3,2002, Holy Redeemer filed an appeal of SLD's 

I Lettel- from Laura Burell, Holy Redeemer Catholic School, to Federal Communications Commission, filed October 
2, 2002 (Request for Review). 

' See  Request for Review. Section 54.71 9(c) of the Commission's rules provides that any person aggrieved by an 
action taken by a division ofthe Administrator may seek review from the Commission. 47 C.F.R 5 54.719(c). 

' Letter from Schools and Libraries Division, Universal Service Administrative Company, to Laura Burell, Holy 
Kedeemer Catholic School, dated June 3,2002 (Funding Commitment Decision Letter). 

' Id. 



Federal Communica t ions  Commiss ion DA 02-2971 

d e ~ i s i o n . ~  On September 8, 2002, SLD issued an Administrator's Decision on Appeal indicating 
that it would not consider Holy Redeemer's appeal because it was received more than 60 days 
after the June 3,2002 Funding Commitment Decision Letter was issued.6 Holy Redeemer 
subsequently filed the instant Request for Review with the Commission. 

3. Holy Redeemer asserts that it did not receive the June 3,2002 Funding 
Commitment Decision Letter, and became aware of the decision only after having contacted 
SLD on August 12, 2002. A review of the record indicates that SLD did issue a Funding 
Commitment Decision Letter on June 3,2002. Merely stating that a letter was not received at 
the address provided to SLD and to which prior correspondence had been successfully mailed is 
insufficient grounds for reconsideration.' 

4.  Under the Commission's rules, an appeal must be filed with the Commission or 
SLD within 60 days of the issuance of the decision as to which review is sought.8 Documents 
are considered to be filed with the Commission or SLD only upon receipt.g The 60-day deadline 
applies to all re uests for review filed by a party affected by a decision issued by the 
Administrator. 
Commitment Decision Letter within the requisite 60-day appeal period, we affirm SLD's 
decision to dismiss Holy Redeemer's appeal to SLD as untimely and deny the instant Request for 
Review. 

14 Because Holy Redeemer failed to file an appeal of the June 3,2002 Funding 

' Letter from Laura Burell, Holy Redeemer Catholic School, to Schools and Libraries Division, Universal Service 
Administrative Company, tiled September 3, 2002 (Request for Administrator Review). 

Letter from Schools and Libraries Division, Universal Service Administrative Company, to Laura Burell, Holy (I 

Redeemer Catholic School, dated September 8, 2002 (Administrator's Decision on Appeal). 

' See Requesrfor Review by Whitehall Ciy  School DUlricl, Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, 
Changes to the Board ofDirectors ofrhe Narional Exchange Currier Associalion, Inc., File No. 145224, CC 
Dockets No. 96-45 and 97-21, Order, 15 FCC Rcd 15 157, n.2 (Com. Car. Bur. 2000); Juan Galiano, Memorandum 
Opinion and Order, 5 FCC Rcd 6442,6443 (1990) ("[[Ifthe Commission were to entertain and accept unsupported 
arguments that letters mailed in Commission proceedings were not delivered. .. procedural havoc and abuse would 
result."). 

' 47 C . F .  R. $ 54.720(b). See lmplemenration oflnrerim Filing Procedures Jor Filings oJRequests/or Review, 
Federul-Srare Joint Boardon UniversalSetvice, CC Docket No. 96-45, Order, FCC 01-376 (rel. Dec. 26,2001), as 
corrected by /mplemt.ntarion oflnlerim Filing Procedures for Filings of Requesrsfor Review, Federul-State Joint 
Board on UniversalService, CC Docket No. 96-45, Errata (Corn. Car. Bur. rel. Dec. 28,2001 and Jan. 4,2002). 

47 C.F.R. 3 I .7 .  9 

In Id. 
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5. ACCORDINGLY, IT IS ORDERED, pursuant to authority delegated under 
sections 0.91: 0.291, and 54.722(a) ofthe Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. $ 3  0.91,0.291, and 
54.722(a), that the Request for Review filed by Holy Redeemer Catholic School, Alpharetta, 
Georgia on October 2,2002, IS DENIED. 

FEDEPLAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Mark G. Seifert W 
Deputy Chief, Telecommunications Access Policy Division 
Wireline Competition Bureau 
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